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NOTICES. 253 

With so much that is good, it is perhaps hardly gracious 
to point out some details, to which we think exception may 
not unfairly be taken. In giving two systems of chronology 
for the first seventeen dynasties, he has, we think, introduced 
unnecessarily an element of confusion for the ordinary 
reader. It would have been better to have adhered 
throughout to Professor Petrie's system, which has been 
worked out in masterly fashion, and which has not, so far, 
been satisfactorily upset. 

In the earlier portion of the narrative, when dealing with 
the difficult subject of the pre-Dynasts, Mr. Baikie has 
made one or two assumptions, which are, we venture to 
think, not warranted by the facts. It is well known 
that there is no evidence that the predecessors, or as we 
may now call them, the ancestors of the dynastic Egyptians, 
possessed any knowledge of the art of writing. There are 
certain pottery marks which have been collated by Professor 
Petrie and others, but unsuccessfully so far as proof of a 
written language; and yet Mr. Baikie states that they, 
i.e., the pre-Dynasts, " evidently possessed some rude form 
of writing " in which they recorded certain invocations and 
prayers, which he states are incorporated in the Pyramid 
Texts of the 5th and 6th Dynasties. These, to our mind, 
do not indicate pre-existing documents, but are rather refer- 
ences to customs, chiefly those of burial, which might easily 
have survived in oral form. 

It is also too great an assumption to state definitely that 
the famous tomb found at Abydos, is that of Mena, the 
first true sovereign of Egypt. The statement rests on a 
very doubtful reading of a single symbol by Borchardt, 
which has been rejected by some eminent scholars, such as 
Wiedemann and Naville. 

But these are among the very few points in this excellent 
book which may be said to be open to serious doubt, and 
we have no hesitation in recommending a delightful and 
well illustrated volume to the general reader as well as to 
the scholar. 

L. E. S. 

PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE OLD 
TESTAMENT: Being the Donnellan Lectures delivered 
before the University of Dublin 19o6-7, enlarged and 
with notes and appendices. By H. J. Dukinfield Astley, 
M.A., Litt.D., Edinburgh. (T. and T. Clarke.) 6s. 

Mr. Astley states in the preface to this volume of Donnel- 
lan Lectures that his 

" aim is to trace the course and progress of modern 
scientific discovery in regard to the earth and man, and 
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254 NOTICES. 

the position of the latter as the last and final issue of 
the evolutionary process which, under the informing 
presence and power of God, immanent yet transcendent, 
has brought him and all things into existence-in one 
word the truth of the Christian religion and of the 
revelation of Jesus Christ; the place of the Church as 
the appointed channel whereby grace is conveyed from 
God to man, and of the Sacraments as the vehicles and 
means of grace, is shown not to be bound up with the 
Jewish Cosmogony, nor with a literal acceptance as 
historical facts of the legends in which the poets and 
prophets of Israel figured to themselves the origin and 
first development of the story of man and of their own 
history." 

He does not lay claim to originality "except in the 
method of presentation, nor to expert knowledge except in 
the sphere of prehistoric archaeology and anthropology." 
He accepts the scientific doctrine of evolution, and he claims 
to speak with authority from a study during many years of 
the higher criticism of the Old Testament. The volume is 
well worth perusal and study. It will provoke criticism. 
Many of the ideas presented in it will not find a ready 
acceptance, but it is, as the author says, " now time for 
Christian people to recognize that nothing which is really a 
fact in the sphere of nature can be opposed to what is 
really a fact in the sphere of revelation." 

What are facts in the region of palaeontology is still to 
a vast extent unproved. A good many of such " facts " are 
mere guesses, but unquestionably there have been many 
things ascertained, and investigation is gradually bringing 
to light many other things which, when considered in 
relation to the development of the moral and religious 
aspects of human society, do render necessary readjustment 
of the " pre-critical " views of the Biblical narratives. 

The volume contains six chapters, dealing with Genesis 
and the sciences of astronomy, geology and biology, and 
the theory of evolution-the antiquity of man, the origin 
and development of religious belief, the religion of old 
Israel, and anthropology and the Christian revelation. A 
useful bibliography is given, but it is strange that though 
touching in the third chapter on " The Bronze Age culture 
of the Mediterranean, to which the name of Mycenaean has 
been given," no reference is made to Professor Ridgeway's 
epoch-making work on this subject-The Early Age of 
Greece. Much of Mr. Astley's book deals with matter 
familiarized to the public by such works as those of 
Roberston Smith, Frazer's Golden Bough, and Tylor's 
Primitive Culture, but his treatment of the subject from the 
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NOTICES. 255 

standpoint of the Christian belief is novel, able, and valuable. 
He writes clearly and effectively, and in dealing with matter 
which, as he says, " may, no doubt, appear at first sight 
strange and unwonted to minds which have been theologically 
trained," he does so in a way which must command atten- 
tion, and which requires careful consideration. The book is 
excellently printed, and contains a good index. 

A. S. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN. The Greek 
Text, with Introduction and Notes. By the late B. 
F. WVestcott D.D., Bishop of Durham. (Murray.) 
Two vols. 24s. net. 

For more than a quarter of a century Bishop Westcott's 
edition of St. John's Gospel in the Speaker's Commentary 
has held the field as the best English commentary on that 
wonderful book, and most serious students of the New 
Testament have used it to their profit. It had been the 
Bishop's hope to publish a revised edition of his 
Commentary, taking the Greek text as its basis rather than 
the English translation of 161I, which the plan of the 
Speaker's Commentary prescribed; but time was not 
available during his busy episcopate for so large a literary 
task. However, he continually worked at his book, and 
at the time of his death it was found that he had gone over 
his notes on chapters iii., iv., vi., viii.-xii. (incl.), and had 
also done something on chapters i., xvi., xx. His son, the 
Rev. A. Westcott, has diligently gathered these new 
materials, and has brought out a revised and somewhat 
enlarged edition of the great Commentary. The new issue 
will, at once, we think, supersede the former edition (which 
was reprinted in a separate form from the Speaker) ; the 
type is far better than that of the I881 edition, and the 
work is distributed in two volumes. Further, a critical 
Greek text (practically the WH text) is printed on the 
opposite side of the page to the English translation (which 
follows the Revised Version of I885 very closely), and the 
great convenience of this plan will be evident to all students. 

The Introduction remains practically unchanged, as was 
perhaps inevitable, when the laborious work to which Dr. 
Westcott was called in Durham is remembered. We should 
have prized the Bishop's mature judgement on the many 
theories which have been put forward concerning the Fourth 
Gospel during the past thirty years; but we must be content 
with what we have. And it will be a long time before any 
student can afford to neglect the argument of Dr. Westcott's 
Introduction, whether all its conclusions be accepted or no. 
The only point at which alteration is to be observed here 
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